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around the country, supported bymore
than 160 Irish civil society groups. Just
under 1,000 peoplemarched in Cork in
aprotest organisedby the Ireland-Pales-
tine Solidarity Campaign (IPSC).
Massive rallies were planned in sev-

eral European cities, with the largest
gatherings expected to peak tomorrow
— the first anniversary of the start of
the war in Gaza.
OnOctober 7 last, Hamas launched a

brutal surprise attack into Israel, killing
1,200 Israelis, taking 250people hostage
and igniting thewar that has shattered
muchof theHamas-controlledGazaStrip.
About 42,000 Palestinians have been

killed since then inGaza, says the Gaza
health ministry, which does not differ-
entiate between fighters and civilians.
Nearly 100 Israeli hostages remain in

Gaza, with fewer than 70 believed to be
alive. Israel has been attacked by mis-
siles from Iran andHezbollah, explosive
drones fromYemen, fatal shootings and
stabbings.But the regionremainsbraced
for further escalation.
InRomeyesterday, several thousands

demonstratedpeacefully, until a smaller
group tried to push the rally toward the

●Left, the streets of central
Beirut after another attack by the
Israelis. The citywas once known
as ‘theParis of theMiddleEast’.
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●DonaldTrumphas accepted a
second PurpleHeart

Thedrumsofwarbeatlouderas
IsraelplansIranrevengeattack

Onceagain,theUN
hasshownitselftobe
largelyineffectual

Though it was achieved with
an appalling loss of civilian
lives, Israel has destroyed
Hamas as an effective fight-
ing force in Gaza. Having

endured a daily barrage of Lebanese
Hezbollah rockets for 12 months, Isra-
el has set about eliminating this major
threat on its northern border.
Following months of aerial bom-

bardment, Hezbollah’s rocket-launch-
ing capabilities has been severely
degraded. Of much more significance,
however, was Israel’s success in decap-
itating Hezbollah’s military leader-
ship.
In what may count as the most

spectacular clandestine operation for
many years, Mossad also incapacitat-
ed more than 1500 middle-ranking
Hezbollah operatives with exploding
pagers and walkie-talkies.
As the drums of war beat louder in

the Middle East, the apparent irrele-
vance of the EU in the unfolding dra-
ma seems painfully obvious.
Increasingly preoccupied with its

internal political drift to the right,
and with limited military capacity, the
shortfalls of Europe’s so-called “soft
power” are being exposed.
Plaintive pleas from European

countries — including Ireland — for
ceasefires have so far fallen on deaf
ears. In the short term at any rate, it’s
tanks not talk that will shape the con-
tours of any re-ordered Middle East.
Once again, the United Nations has

shown itself to be largely ineffectu-
al. Its security council resolution 1701
was the formula that ended the last
Israeli-Hezbollah war in 2006.
Under its terms, Hezbollah agreed

to withdraw north of the Litani River.
Up to 10,000 Unifil troops, including
a 300-strong Irish contingent, were
stationed in what was to be a demil-
itarised zone between the Litani and
the Israeli border. The intention was
to prevent Hezbollah from re-estab-
lishing bases to attack Israel.
In the intervening years, however,

Hezbollah was allowed to build an ex-
tensive network of rocket-launch sites
and tunnels under the noses of these

UN troops. In this regard at least,
the Unifil mission has proved to be a
failure.
With south Lebanon about to be-

come a very active war zone, these
troops – including Irish soldiers - are
directly and unnecessarily in the line
of fire. As mere observers in the mid-
dle of an imminent war zone, the Uni-
fil troops serve little useful purpose.
Though there is now a strong case

for withdrawing these UN soldiers to
the safety of Cyprus until things calm
down, the Irish Government has re-
fused Israel’s request to do so. If this
refusal results in injuries or worse to
these vulnerable Irish soldiers, the
Government will bear a large part of
the responsibility.
The Israeli incursion into Leba-

non to eliminate Hezbollah’s rocket
infrastructure may simply look like a
third Lebanon war. But that would be
a mistaken interpretation.

TheMiddle East conflict changed
radically in April of this year when
Iran launched its first ever direct at-
tack on Israel with over 300 drones
and missiles. These attacks were
largely ineffectual —more of an Ira-
nian warning shot than a purposeful
attempt at mass destruction.
However, last Tuesday’s second

barrage of 180 Iranian missiles was
fundamentally different. Though
smaller in number, these were Iran’s
most sophisticated hypersonic mis-
siles. Travelling at four times the
speed of sound, Iran’s destructive in-
tentions were unmistakable.
The shadow war between Israel

and Iran that has gone on for decades
came to an end on Tuesday. This was
the opening salvo in a direct military
confrontation between the Middle
East’s arch enemies. It could lead to a
highly destructive conflict that might
prove much bloodier than what has
already happened in Gaza.
More immediately, however, the

big unknown is how exactly Israel will
respond to Iran’s attack.
As the missile barrage descended

on Israel, prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu made clear that retaliation

was imminent: “Iran made a big mis-
take tonight and it will pay for it.”
Although fundamentally depend-

ent on USmilitary support for the
best part of three decades, Netanyahu
has never felt constrained in his deal-
ings with successive US presidents.
When speaking with staff after his
first meeting with Netanyahu in 1996
Bill Clinton was apoplectic: “Who the
f**k does he think he is? Who’s the
f**king superpower here?”

Decades latermuch of the sheenhas
gone off America’s superpower image
since the disastrous withdrawal from
Afghanistan. Nowadays, the Israeli
prime minister is unlikely to be con-
strained by a weakened Joe Biden in
the twilight of his administration.
Netanyahu is much more likely

to see the coming months before the
changing of the guard inWashington
as a window of opportunity for even
more decisive action. Having already
undermined the military capabilities
of Hamas and Hezbollah he may now
consider it opportune to attack their
sponsor, Iran.
Even the leader of the opposition,

Naftali Bennett, has urged Netanya-
hu to act now “to fatally cripple this
terrorist regime.” Furthermore, the
latest opinion polls indicate that the
overwhelming majority of Israelis also
support attacking Iran.
This sea change in attitude among

Israel’s politicians and the public has
been caused by the October 7 slaugh-
ter by Hamas of 1,200 music festival
attendees and kibbutz residents, and
the kidnapping of 250 others.
For Israelis, decades of defensive

deterrence and containment strategy

BarryO’Halloran

● Wehaveentered
unchartedwaters
with theMiddle
East’s arch
enemies set to
battle it out

were seen to fail spectacularly on that
fateful day. Henceforth, strategic of-
fence would be the new approach.
As a consequence, Israel’s response

to Iran’s missile attack is likely to be
aggressive and comprehensive. In the
light of Israel’s recent impressive dis-
play of espionage skills and military
prowess in Lebanon, the Iranian re-
gime is very nervous.
According to former Iranian pres-

ident Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the
Ayatollahs have good reason to be
worried. It seems that not only Hez-
bollah but the Iranian regime itself
has been penetrated extensively by Is-
rael’s intelligence agency, Mossad.
Ahmadinejad told Turkish tele-

vision onMonday that the head of
an Iranian secret service unit set up
to weed out Mossad agents in Iran
turned out to be a Mossad agent him-
self.
And that a further 20 double

agents had provided Israel with sen-
sitive information on Iran’s nuclear
programme.
Like all repressive regimes, the

Mullahs’ rule in Tehran is brittle and
maintained largely by brute force.
Decades of sanctions have caused
severe economic damage leading to
hyperinflation and massive unem-
ployment. As a result, the regime is
deeply unpopular with its own people.
Israeli officials are briefing that

Israel’s retaliatory attack will be de-
signed to cause “significant financial
damage.” This can only mean one
thing — an attack on Iran’s oil facili-
ties. Oil revenues are the mainstay of
the Iranian economy which are used
to finance its Hezbollah and Hamas
proxies. Over 90pc of this oil is export-
ed from a single terminal on the tiny
island of Kharg lying off Iran’s south-
ern coast. At a distance of 1,500km
from Israel, it is well within fighter-jet
range.
Fewer than a dozen US-supplied

2000-pound bombs would put paid
to this facility and with it the revenue
stream that the Iranian regime de-
pends upon to keep afloat.
While Netanyahu will probably

accede to Biden’s request not to bomb
Iran’s nuclear sites, its oil infrastruc-
ture is likely to prove far too tempting
a target to pass over.
If that happens, we will all have en-

tered uncharted waters.
And despite the recent spate of

genocidal calls of “from the river to the
sea,” recent military actions by Israel
are further reminders to both its Mus-
lim neighbours and the international
community that Jews will never again
go quietly on to the trains.

● Israeli primeminister
BenjaminNetanyahu
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city centre. Some protesters, dressed in
black andwith faces covered, threwbot-
tles andpaper bombs at the police, who
respondedwith tear gas andwater can-
nons, eventually dispersing the crowd.
In London, thousands gathered in

Russell Square amid a significant police
presence. Someof themarch’s organisers
had said they planned to target compa-
nies and institutions they claimedwere
“complicit in Israel’s crimes,” including
Barclays Bank and theBritishMuseum.
Scuffles broke out as police officers

pushed back activists.
In the northernGerman city ofHam-

burg, about 950 people staged a peace-
ful demonstration with many waving
Palestinian and Lebanese flags.
Several thousandsprotesters gathered

peacefully at Paris’ Republique Plaza in
a showof solidaritywith thePalestinian
and Lebanese people.
Demonstrators also planned to join

rallies inWashington,NewYork’s Times
Square and several other US cities, as
well as in other parts of the world.
Pro-Israeli demonstrations are ex-

pected to be held Sunday because Jews
across theworld are still observingRosh
Hashana, or the Jewish new year.
This year, themidpoint of the 10 days

spanningRoshHashanaandYomKippur
is October 7. Security forces in several
countrieswarnedofheightened levels of
alert, amid concerns that the escalating
conflict in theMiddleEast could inspire
new terror attacks in Europe.

to name her SnowWhite to remind
her of her resilience,” Zegler told
Varietymagazine.
“One of the core points in our film

for any young woman or young per-
son is remembering how strong you
actually are.”
The Colombian-American star

previously hit back at critics over
her casting in the role in a since-
deleted X post saying she would not
be “bleaching” her skin to be Snow
White.

Zegler’s latest intervention is not
the first time she has attempted to
put a different spin on the original
fairy tale for the forthcoming live-
action film, to be released in March.
She faced heavy criticism last

year when she hinted at a complete
overhaul of the story in which Snow
White would become “a fantastic
leader” rather than being “saved by
the prince”.
She also described the original

version as being “extremely dated”
and likened the prince’s behaviour
to that of a “stalker”. She added
that SnowWhite is “not going to be
dreaming about true love”.
Speaking to Variety about the con-

troversy surrounding her previous
comments, Zegler admitted it made

her “sad” as she suggested that peo-
ple misunderstood her.
“In all honesty, it made me sad

that it was taken in such a way,
because I believe that women can do
anything. But I also believe that they
can do everything,” she said.
The star ofWest Side Story added

of her feminist spin on the princess:
“I would never want to box someone
in and say: ‘If you want love, then
you can’t work.’ Or: ‘If you want to
work, then you can’t have a family.’
“It’s not true. It’s never been true.

It can be very upsetting when things
get taken out of context. The love
story is very integral. A lot of people
wrote that we weren’t doing that
element of the story anymore — we
were always doing that.”
Zegler’s latest comments come

after the son of the animator who di-
rected the original film condemned
the studio’s “woke” remake, saying it
was “insulting” to the original work.
David Hand, whose father, also

called David Hand, worked with
Walt Disney to create the much-
loved 1937 hit, said last year that
the pair would be “turning in their
graves” as studio bosses “destroy”
their creation.

‘Woke’rowbreaksoutoverDisney
remakeofSnowWhitefairytale

SnowWhite was not named af-
ter the colour of her skin, the
star of Disney’s embattled re-

make has claimed.
Rachel Zegler (23) suggested the

forthcoming feature film is based on
“another version” of the original 1812
fairy tale by the Brothers Grimm,
which includes a line describing the
princess that translates as: “Skin as
white as snow, lips as red as blood
and hair as black as ebony.”
In contrast to the text and to the

original 1937 Disney animation,
SnowWhite and the Seven Dwarfs,
the actress claimed that in the new
live-action film, the princess received
her name because of her “resilience”.
In the original animation, as in

the fairy tale, Schneewittchen, Snow
White’s name is derived from her
pale complexion, specifically refer-
encing the description of “skin as
white as snow”.
The latest movie has been mired in

controversy over claims it is a “woke”
remake of a classic film.
“It fell back to another version of

SnowWhite that was told in history,
where she survived a snowstorm
that occurred when she was a baby.
And so the king and queen decided

●Rachel Zegler has defended the latest versionof SnowWhite as sheput anewspin on the classic story
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Draft-dodgerTrump
isgivenPurpleHeart
byVietnamveteran

DonaldTrumphas accepted aPur-
pleHeartmedal fromaVietnam
War veteran—despite famously

dodging military service himself.
The Republican presidential nomi-

nee has been blasted for accepting the
medal, given to him for his response
to the assassination attempt in Butler,
Pennsylvania, on July 13.
Trump sat down with US congress-

woman Anna Paulina Luna at a rally
on Friday, where Luna read out a letter
from the veteran, called Dwight.
“DearPresidentTrump,watching you

during the Butler rally and you getting
back up, bothmywife and I gave a sigh
of relief aswell as a few tears. Iwouldbe
honoured if youwould accept this small
token I received as a young marine in
Vietnam. My wife and I both thought
it appropriate.”
Luna clarified to the audience that

“Dwight had givenPresident Trumphis
Purple Heart”.
Trump’s initial reaction was to joke:

“Looks likea check. It’s a check, it’s cash!”
Trump swerved military service five

times, once bymedical disqualification

do with a bone spur in his heels, and
four more times for academic reasons.
Trump critics said the incident was

“disrespectful”, as a PurpleHeart is only
given toUSmilitarymemberswhohave
been wounded in action by the enemy.
“When I was in Iraq, I remember a

soldier being awarded aPurpleHeart as
he lay unconscious at the base hospital,”
disabled veteran Ted Corcoran posted
on X. “It was placed on his chest... but
he died beforemaking it back stateside.
This is beyond disrespectful.”
Anotherpersonwrote: “Mysonearned

his PurpleHeart in anAfghani barracks
bombing. Not with a little baby-nick to
his ear but with disability for life. This
mocks his service and is an unforgiv-
able insult.”
“This is suchperformative nonsense,”

someoneelse said. “Someoneneeds to tell
everyone there—especially Trumpand
Dwight — that that’s not how it works.
Only the USmilitary can officially give
someone a Purple Heart, and that per-
son has to be in the military.”
Theveteranwas invitedonto the stage,

where he told Trump: “I couldn’t think
anybody more deserving of a Purple
Heart. You took it, you lay down there,
you got back up and the first words out
of your mouth were ‘fight, fight, fight.’
You didn’t even have anything to shoot
back at him.”
It isn’t the first timeTrumphasaccept-

ed a Purple Heart. At a rally in 2016 he
was given themedal by a retired lieuten-
ant colonel. He said at the time: “Man,
that’s like big stuff. I always wanted to
get the Purple Heart.”
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Rescuersdug through rubble in
the village ofDonja Jablanica
yesterday in search of people

whowentmissing in Bosnia’s dead-
liest floods in years.
Agovernmentofficial,DarkoJuka,

told reporters 13 people had died in
the Jablanica area, 70km southwest
of Sarajevo. OnFriday,Mr Juka said
16hadbeenkilled. Earlier yesterday
N1 TV reported 21 people died and
dozens were missing.
An excavator removed rubble to

uncover cars andhouses, as rescuers
looked for survivors.
AlkaGlusic (74) lost a brother and

his three immediate familymembers.
She had stayed in another house
with her sister.
“That [brother’s] house is gone
now. There is no one there,” Ms
Glusic told Reuters.
Heavy rain overnight halted the

search operation, Bosnian media
reported.
In Donja Jablanica many hous-

es were still under rubble. Nezima
Begovic (62)was lucky.Her house is
damaged, but she came out unhurt.
“I heard people screaming and

suddenly itwas all quiet. Then I said
everyone is dead there,” she said.
Due to flash flooding on Friday,
a quarry above Donja Jablanica
collapsed and rubble poured over
houses and cars in the village.
Enes Imamovic (66) said he was

wokenby loudnoises at around5am
on Friday.
“Everything was white [from the

stonesanddust that camedownfrom
the quarry]. My friend’s house was
gone. I heard screams,” Mr Imam-
ovic said.
Bosnia’s election commission de-

cided topostpone local elections this
weekend inmunicipalities affected
by floods, but to carry onwith voting
elsewhere.
The floods followanunprecedent-

ed summer drought which caused
many rivers and lakes to dry up, and
affected agriculture and the supply
of water to urban areas throughout
the Balkans and much of Europe.

Bosniaflash
floodsspark
majorsearch
operation
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