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●Navy JoanRoberts (5)
is a daughter ofHunter

?’

was the time he scarred her
by dropping a crack pipe on
her chest.
When Ms Roberts told

Hunter shewaspregnant, she
claimshepromisedtosupport
her, but he soon stopped re-
turning her phone calls and
cut her out of his company’s
insurance.
He fiercely denied he was

Navy’s father until he was
forced to take a 2019 pater-
nity test. It showed he was
an even closerDNAmatch to
Navy than her mother.
In his memoir, Beautiful

Things, hedescribedMsRob-
ertsas“hardly thedatingtype”
and claimed he had “no rec-
ollection” of their encounter.
For years the parentswere

lodged in a bitter legal battle
over child support, which
was set at $20,000 a month
(€18,314) in 2020.
They reached a settlement

to reduce the fees to $5,000
a month on the condition
Hunter start building a re-
lationshipwithhis daughter.
Meanwhile, the US presi-

dent continued to insist he
had only six grandchildren.
Last year he finally acknowl-
edgedhis seventhgrandchild,
but he has stopped short of
communicating with her.
During their trip toWash-

ington DC last month, Navy
askedtogototheWhiteHouse.
“She said, ‘Weneed to stop

by and see my grandpa, can
we stopbyand seemygrand-
pa?’”,MsRoberts says, laugh-
ing, but also clearly saddened
by the memory.

Five-year-old Navy Joan
Roberts grins as she
charges out of her bed-

roomwhile proudly cradling
a postcard of Joe Biden.
WhenshevisitedWashing-

ton DC last week, hermoth-
er told her she could choose
anything she wanted from
theWhite House gift shop.
But rather than picking
out a board game, puzzle
or soft toy of the president’s
dog, Navy chose a headshot
of the smiling US president.
It might seem an unusual

choice, but Mr Biden (81) is
more to this little blue-eyed
girl with soft blonde curls
from rural Arkansas than
just the head of state — he
is her grandfather.
The president is a relative

Navy“wholeheartedlyyearns”
to meet, according to her
motherLundenRoberts (33).
Foryears theBidensrefused

to acknowledge Navy, who
was conceived in the midst
of her fatherHunter Biden’s
crack cocaine addiction.
It stingswhenMsRoberts

sees the other grandchildren
gathered on Air Force One,
orwhen theywere embraced
byMrBidenduringhis inau-
guration.
“You’re a president that
runs on a campaign that
talksabout embracingpeople
for who they are…well, this
little girl is Biden blood and
you’venot embracedher, but
you can embrace everybody
else in the country, and that’s
not fair,” Ms Roberts says.

MsRobertsmetHunter in
late 2016 when she and a
friend were invited to an
after-party at his Rosemont
Seneca office in the Swedish
embassy . Thepair embarked
onayear-longentanglement.
In her memoir, Out of

the Shadows, which will be
released next month, Ms
Roberts details everything
fromwatchingHunterdance
on a pole in the gentlemen’s
club where she worked to
whisking her off to his fa-
ther’s Virginiahomewithhis
sister-in-lawturnedgirlfriend
Hallie Biden and then there
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IN OPINION: HOWWAS BIDEN’S INNER
CIRCLE ALLOWED TO CONCEAL HIS
FADING HEALTH? COLIN MURPHY, P30

Familyambitionis
steeringBiden’sship
towardstherocks

You don’t have to be a believer in
the cult of youth to think that
someone in their early 80s with

obvious cognitive problems is not best
equipped to take on four more years
of what is, arguably, the most chal-
lenging political job in the world.
Joe Biden’s failing physical and

mental health has been a problem for
US voters for some time.
In July last year, I wrote here that,

among the critical cohort of inde-
pendent voters, 71pc say they have
doubts about Joe Biden’s mental fit-
ness to run for a second term. And I
concluded an article last October with
the following: “A significant number
of US voters are sending a clear mes-
sage to the Democratic Party: either
you replace Joe Biden in this election
or we will — with Donald Trump.”
Yet the Democratic party and its

many cheerleaders in the mainstream
media continued to deny reality.
Biden, they insisted, was “sharp

as a tack”. In effect, the Democrats
were asking the US public the Grou-
cho Marx question: “Who you gonna
believe —me or your lying eyes?”
It was gaslighting on a grand scale.
Then two weeks ago, on the most

watched programme in CNN’s history,
that mendacious house of cards came
crashing down on live television in
front of over 50 million viewers.
Faced with the incontrovertible

evidence of the debate debacle and
quicker than you could say “dump
Biden”, the media did an about turn.
The day after the debate, aNew

York Times editorial described Biden
as “a shadow of a great public serv-
ant”. More significantly, and pre-
sumably without even blushing, the
editorial board argued: “The clearest
path for Democrats to defeat a can-
didate defined by his lies is to deal
truthfully with the American public.”

In the immediate aftermath of the
debate, the extended Biden family
headed to Camp David to assess the
political damage and regroup.
According to media reports, there

was a unanimous conclusion to the
weekend family huddle — Biden
should defy the naysayers and stay in
the race. Family ambition confronted
party electoral interests.
In this contestation of wills, two fig-

ures emerged on the family side – one
surprising, the other not so much.

Few, if any, could name the son of
any past American president. That
is not the case with Joe Biden’s son
Hunter. Though the story of Hunt-
er’s notorious laptop was originally
dismissed as “Russian disinforma-
tion”, it is now accepted as authen-
tic. And because of its emails and
pornographic video content, Hunter
Biden became a household name. As
presidential family political liabilities
go, it doesn’t get much worse than
Hunter Biden.
And yet Hunter — aman with a

conspicuous inability to make good
decisions about his own life — was
one of the most ardent Camp David
attendees advising his father to con-
tinue with the campaign.
Far less surprisingly, Jill Biden has

emerged as the most passionate and
indefatigable champion of her hus-

band’s overarching ambition to con-
tinue in the race. You can argue with
the wisdom of her choice, but you
cannot argue with her willingness to
fight vigorously for her convictions.
Doughty but anonymous “Demo-

cratic sources familiar with the sit-
uation” had long suggested that Jill
would do the right thing — and per-
suade her husband to stand down, if it
became necessary.
They misjudged her.
Jill Biden is made of sterner stuff.

Despite not being a medical doctor
and not having a PhD (she has a doc-
torate of education), she persuaded
the White House to refer to her as Dr
Jill Biden in all official communica-
tions — and it still does.

Never
interrupt

yourenemywhenhe
ismakingamistake

● Far fromdoing
‘the right thing’, the
president’s
wife andson
areegging
himon

BarryO’Halloran

Even OprahWinfrey was taken in
and tweeted that Dr Jill should be
made surgeon general. She deleted
the tweet when the doctor status of
Mrs Biden was clarified for her.
Out on the campaign trail recently,

a group of vegan protesters invaded
the stage while Biden was speaking.
No shrinking violet, Mrs Biden imme-
diately interposed herself between the
president and the protesters.
She grabbed the first protester and

forcefully ejected her from the stage.
The vegans should be grateful that the
president’s security detail intervened
at that point — because from the pho-
tos of the incident that I’ve seen, Mrs
Biden did not look like someone who
was about to take any prisoners.

Eerily echoing Donald Trump,
Biden argues that it’s the elites of the
Democratic Party that are seeking to
undermine him.
In thrall to the absurdity that

“democracy is in danger”, Democrats
have cleaved to an obviously fail-
ing candidate for years. Now Biden
is turning the democracy argument
against them. He makes the case that
he won the Democratic primaries fair
and square and to step down would
disenfranchise these voters.
Writing to the Democratic mem-

bers of the US Congress last week, the
81-year-old president asked: “How can
we stand for democracy in our nation,
if we ignore it in our own party?”
Despite some obvious effects of the

ravages of time, in a one-hour press
conference after the Nato summit last
Thursday, Joe Biden still insisted: “I’m
in this to complete the job I started.”
But he failed to quell the growing

Democratic clamour for his with-
drawal from the race.

Meanwhile, there’s anunnatural
quiet emanating from Trump.
For a politician with a singular

ability to damage his own campaign
most times he opens his mouth, this is
indeed a turn for the books.
Against all expectations, Trump

seems to have taken on board Napo-
leon’s advice: “Never interrupt your
enemy when he is making a mistake.”
How this high-stakes saga unfolds

is impossible to know at this stage —
but the battle lines have been clearly
drawn. This struggle pits Biden family
ambitions against the political inter-
ests of the Democratic Party, with the
leadership of the free world at stake.
For us bystanders, the best we can

hope for is that this riveting political
drama does not come with a tragic
ending.

●Almost every public utterance of
JoeBiden is boosting the standing
ofDonaldTrump in thepolls
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